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According to coffee producer organizations, more than half of the 782,000 hectares of coffee trees
planted in Mexico thus far in 1992-93 are infested with pests or fungi, limiting their yield potential.
Members of the Coffee Producers Federation (Federacion de Productores de Cafe, FPC) and
the National Coordinator of Coffee Organizations (Coordinacion Nacional de Organizadoras
Cafetaleras, CNOC) told the government news service Notimex that many areas lack the financial
resources to buy pesticides or herbicides to combat rust, nematodes and other plagues. They
said about 430,000 ha. of coffee plantations are affected by pests. In addition, CNOC and FPC
spokespersons charged that the Agriculture Secretariat (Secretaria de Agricultura y Recursos
Hidraulicos, SARH) has failed to provide adequate technical assistance to most producers. They
said that the few existing pest-control campaigns lack continuity, therefore allowing pests to return
to areas where they had once been controlled. Producers also complained that the restructuring of
INMECAFE in the past year (SourceMex, 03/06/92) has nearly eliminated technical assistance from
that agency. Officials for the SARH and the National Coffee Institute (Instituto Mexicano del Cafe,
INMECAFE) agreed pests are a major problem in Mexico's coffee areas. But they said pest control
has become more difficult because insects can be transported across coffee areas, even via harvested
beans. (Source: Notimex, 01/13/93)
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